. As part of our synthetic and structural studies on organotellurium compounds (Farran, Alvarez-Larena, Piniella, Germain & Torres-Castellanos, 1995a, b; Matheus, Torres, Piniella, Brians6 & Miravitlles, 1991; Matheus, Torres, Cabiativa, Fuertes & MiravitUes, 1991; Torres, 1990) , we report here the structure of bis(p-methoxyphenyl) telluride, (I).
(1)
The crystals of (I) contain discrete (p-MeOC6H4)2Te molecules ( Fig. 1 ) which display an angular geometry at tellurium, as predicted by the valence-shell electronpair repulsion (VSEPR) model for an AX2E~ molecule (Gillespie & Hargittai, 1991 , and references therein). The Te--C distances are equal within experimental error and their values are comparable with that of 2.116 (20) ,A tabulated by Allen et al. (1987) for Te---(~.(aryl) bonds, and with those of 2.105 (5) and 2.125 (5)A observed in (o-PhC6H4)2Te (Chen et al., 1996) . As expected, the C--Te--C angle is substantially smaller than the tetrahedral value (109.5 °) due to the repulsion of bonded electron pairs by lone pairs. This angle, however, is somewhat larger than those observed in the above-mentioned diaryl tellurides; 94. (Sadekov et al., 1989) and 96.2 (2) ° in (o-PhC6H4)2Te (Chen et al., 1996) . (Received 26 July 1996; accepted 21 October 1996) 
Abstract
The title compound, C14H1402Te, displays an angular geometry at tellurium, with a C--Te--C angle of 99.5(1) ° and Te--C distances of 2.110 (3) 
Comment
Aside from the pioneering work of Blackmore & Abrahams (1955) on (p-MeC6H4)2Te, based on a partial data set, only three other diaryl tellurides, Ar--Te Ar ~, have been structurally characterized, (Sadekov et al., 1989) and ( The crystal packing involves only van der Waals interactions.
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized according to the method of Morgan & Kellett (1926) . Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of a dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO) solution.
The title structure was solved by direct methods. H atoms were placed in calculated positions using a riding model, with fixed C--H distances (0.93 ,~, for Csp2, 0.96 A for Csp3) and Ui~o = pU~(parent atom) (where p = 1.2 for Csp2 and 1.5 for Csp3). A single orientation parameter was refined for each methyl group. Geometrical calculations were carried out using the PARST95 program (Nardelli, 1995) .
Data collection: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1989 ). Cell refinement: CAD-4 Software. Program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS86 (Sheldrick, 1990 ). Program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL93 (Sheldrick, 1993) . Molecular graphics: ZORTEP (Zsolnai & Pritzkow, 1994) . Software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL93. 
Crystal data
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119.0 (3)
